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What Is International cooperation?

On March 16, | had the opportunity to
cover the session entitled, "Water and
Sanitation Challenge in Africa" at the 3rd
World Water Forum held at the Kyoto
International Conference Hall. The
presentation was given in English but | was
able to listen to it in Japanese thanks to the
simultaneous interpreters. Problems such as
water shortage and economic poverty in
Africa were presented.

After the presentation, | interviewed Mr.
Albert Wright, 69, who is from Ghana. He is
the chairperson of the African Water Task
Force. This organization's intent is to present
the united opinion of Africa and also point out
problems concerning water at international
conferences. "At this World Water Forum," he
said, "I would like everyone to reflect once
again on the water condition in Africa and
think of what we should do from now on. We
certainly need international aid. However,
even if we have enough money, the amount
of water we have remains the same. | hope
people all over the world will realize the
importance of water, then spread the word to
others." | thought with surprise that
international cooperation is something that
can be pursued even in our daily lives.
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Long-term sustainability

On March 16, | went to the Kyoto International Conference Hall.
Before attending the sessions, | distributed Mizzuko News to the
participants from various countries.

Later, | attended the session entitled "Water and Energy"
where | learned about many things such as the word
"sustainable." | listened to presentations by people from
various countries, including Nepal, on hydropower generation.

According to the presentation by the Nepalese delegate, if the
country has 100 people, only 18 of them have access to electricity, while
the remaining 82 do not. | felt very sorry for them. | thought that they probably had to
strike a match or light a candle for light. It must be most inconvenient. If | had to rely
on only matches and candles, it would be difficult to see as the light they shed is not
too bright.

| thought the word "sustainable” means to continue to have something for a long
time. The Nepalese delegate said that they would make their hydropower generation
"sustainable.” | thought it would be good if they could develop such a source of
electricity, one that would last for a long, long time. TACHIKAWA, Tomoka (10)
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Interview with ANDO, Tadao

Architect

The 3rd World Water Forum
was held at the International A messaqe
Conference Hall in Kyoto on 7
March 16, participated by people from all over the world. | had a chance to
interview Mr. Tadao Ando (61), an architect, who gave a speech entitled
"Water and Culture Diversity." He is now working in Niigata Prefecture, creating
a structure that will remind us of the spirituality of water. He gave us the
message that beautiful forests foster beautiful rivers - that rivers should
be beautiful to look at and not be contaminated. | hope Mr. Ando, who
always tries to be close to nature, will continue conveying his
message through his architecture to the people around the world.
| believe that loving beautiful forests and water will help protect the
water environment as it is the most important thing in our lives.
KITAGAWA, Ayu (13)

Message to
adults

On March 16, at the Kyoto International
Conference Hall, | handed out copies of our

newspaper, Mizukko News to a lot of
participants. Mizukko News publishes child
correspondents’ articles on water issues,
interviews with people from foreign countries,
and so on. It is a single-sheet newspaper with
one side in English and the other in Japanese.
As | was handing out the copies, | discovered
that a lot of people took great interest in it. |
interviewed one of them, Ms. Jenny Ivanova,
who works for a radio station in Bulgaria She
said, "I am most impressed by children's
concern about water-related problems
resources. | think it is wonderful that children

are urging adults to take action."

| was very pleased to hear her comments.
Despite the fact that a lot of adults litter
thoughtlessly, she understood the depth of our
concern about water issues. I'd like more people
to read our newspaper and understand more
UMAGOSHI ,Noriko (10)

about our activities.
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