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One toilet for 1200 students
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INTERVIEW

The long awaited
Children's World Water

Forum began at Otsu

Prince Hotel, on the

fifth day of the 3rd

World Water Forum. |

attended the afternoon
session in which
participants split into two
groups and exchanged views on two
themes: "Securing household water"
and "Water and sanitation in school
environments."

The conclusion of the exchange was
presented at the plenary session held
afterwards. | thought that the world's
water issue has become so serious
that it cannot be ignored any longer.
The countries around the world should

form a network so that we can deepen
our awareness of the environment.

At the public forum, which was held
at another site, Her Highness, Princess
Hisako Takamado gave an opening
speech followed by former Prime
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto, chairman
of the National Steering Committee of
the 3rd World Water Forum. Speeches
by national representatives were also
made.

The representative of Sierra Leone
explained in his speech that his
country had been in a state of war
until very recently. During the war, he
said, people could not get to their
water wells because the roads were
sunderd by bombs and in some
places the water sources reservoirs

were contaminated.

He also talked about the terrible
sanitary conditions of schools in Sierra
Leone. In one school, for example,
there were only two toilets; one was
for the 1200 children studying there
and the other for teachers. It made me
wonder what | would have done if |
were a student there. | probably would
not want to go to school at all.

Water is precious, especially in
those countries which have recently
been at war. here it is as much valued
as money.

It was a valuable experience for me
to be able to exchange opinions and
better understand the water situation
around the world.

MATSUO, Hidemasa (14)

Hello! Our friends
from overseas.

Water for life
In Africa

The opening plenary of the
"Water, Nature and Environment”
session was held at the
International Conference Hall on
March 17. | had a chance to
interview Dr. L. C. Ibe (59),
Permanent Secretary of the
Federal Ministry of Water Resources of Nigeria. He was wearing a blue
traditional Nigerian gown with a blue hat to match.

What | learned from Dr. Ibe was that many people in Africa have to
drink dirty river water, even though they know that the river is filled with
garbage and human wastes. The water is not purified due to lack of
filtration plants. As a result, 5% of the population die every year from
drinking the contaminated water. Dr. |Ibe said that he is most
appreciative of Japanese assistance, but would like more Japanese to
come to Africa and help the people.

| was astonished to know how different African people's lives are from
mine, even though we are living on the same planet. If | were living in
Nigeria, | would like to have other people help us purify our water.

As Dr. Ibe pointed out, | would like to help African people as a fellow
citizen of this planet. What | would do is put up signs saying " Don't
throw garbage into this river. Protect the lives of African people ."

KUBOTA, Azusa (11)

On March 19th, a Cultural and
Opinion Exchange Event was held at
Kiyomizu Temple. There were many
participants from Japan and
oversesd. After the cultuak and
opnionn, we toured Kiyomizu
temple.
During the tour, | spoke with
Sumitra Aryal(15)

wran B | end an year to their voices

is a Water Sanitation Club and

she was chosen to come to Japan. She joined this club in
order to clean up the environment in her area. Every day,
the50 people in this club spend about 5 minutes for clean
up activities. Although 5 minutes a short time, doing it
every day must be difficult. Ram Shubhagetharu(16) said,
“that in Nepal, there are many people who have no tap
water and must use polluted river water. At the World
Water Forum, he wants to find a solution to this problem.
The two hope to bring knowledge and clean water to their
people in the future.

Although these two are about my age, | felt that they
were much more mature. | wondered why this was so. |
think it's comes from the serious consideration. They give
to water issues in their country. | listened to their opinions
intentently as they have come from far away with are firm
purpose and determination. KOTSUBO, Eriko (14)

At the World Water Forum, | interviewed Ms.
Kamya Ramchandran from southern India.
She said that it is important that we know
how people lived in the past, where and
how they got their water and how it was
used. This |_5 l_)ecausg people build large now made from J
dams and buildings, drink canned or bottled .
y . other materials.
p  water and drinks, but do not know where they . /
Cushions and

come from. They also do not know how much
clothes used to ?

in"my house,
and the tables
and chairs used
to be made from = %

wood but are L\‘

Lots of Thread

HAYASHI Yuki (13) .

Hey..., thread s, : )
Bind adults with children of our natural resources are wasted when making such drinks

. «’ and their containers. This is because when drinks come ‘in
Bind them stronger and =, ) .
canned or bottled form, we easily forget thet all of our drinks
Tighter than the others ¢
*. Lots of thread »2°  come from nature.

:’ Lots of thread

“q. Lots of ties:--

¢ Menand women

“.. Adults and the elderly
* Country and the people
g0 City and country side

Photograph by ANAN, Manaka(14)

be made from
cotton or silk; there used to be a lot of nature around us. | think if

we become aware of the fact that we are surrounded by such
products, we would become more conscious of nature and

: The last strand Lots of thread .': What she said made me realize that many things around me
3. Well tied -« are from nature. For example, many things such as the hallway ~ would protect it. HANDA, Akinori(12)
:. [ S ) s 2 s .:

India and Japan
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